Five days after colic surgery for colonic torsion, a 13-yearold quarter horse mare aborted a 9-month-old fetus. The fetus and placenta were presented for necropsy.
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Numerous ecchymotic hemorrhages were scattered along the chorioallantoic vessels. The amnion was opaque and had a finely granular, roughened, pale yellow surface. The lungs were pale and filled the thoracic cavity, and on cut section the parenchyma was mottled yellow, making the bronchiolar pattern very prominent. No other gross lesions were noted.
Histologic lesions were limited to the fetal membranes and the lung. There was a diffuse neutrophilic infiltration of the amnion with concentrations of neutroDhils about arterioles. taxonomically related to Nocardia and Mycobacterium.3.S.9
The best known member of this genus, Rhodococcus (Corynebacteriurn) equi, commonly causes bronchopneumonia, ulcerative enteritis, and lymphadenitis in foals. 1,2,6 The morphology of the organism isolated in this case, however, demonstrated that the coryneform bacterium was not this common pathogen, since R. equi is a pleomorphic coccobacillus and not branching filamentous bacterium. Because of their morphology, most members of the genus Rhodococcus would be confused with those of the genus Nocardia, and culture Aggregates of neutrophils plugged bronchioles and terminal airways of the lung (Figs. 1, 2). Bacterial stains of tissues revealed colonies or mats of large, occasionally branching, gram-positive, non-acid-fast filamentous rods or hyphae-like structures within the exudate.
Cultures of the lung yielded no growth on fungal media (Sabourdaud's dextrose agar and mycobiotic agar), but a grampositive, club-shaped branching organism was recovered in pure culture after 48 hours incubation on tryptose agar with 5% bovine red blood cells added. The organism produced pink non-hemolytic colonies which occurred simultaneously in both rough and smooth forms. The microscopic morphology of the isolate stained from culture media was identical to the morphology seen in histopathologic sections of the lung. The organism was positive for catalase production, nitrate reduction, and gelatin hydrolysis. The organism did not produce urea or ferment carbohydrates. The organism was classified as a possible coryneform or some other type of actinomycete and was referred to the Actinomycete Laboratory, Fungus Reference Section, Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Atlanta, Georgia for further identification. The Actinomycete Laboratory at CDC reported that the organism most closely resembled Rhodococcus rubropertinctus.
The members of the genus Rhodococcus are regarded as actinomycetes. They are primarily soil organisms that are of the organism is necessary for accurate diagno~is.~ Nocardioform actinomycetes rarely are diagnosed as primary pathogens in mammalian Often they are isolated as environmental contaminants and not considered pathogenic. The isolation in pure culture of bacteria morphologically similar to those seen in the inflammation in affected tissues demonstrates that R. rubropertinctus was a primary pathogen in this abortion and not a contaminant.
Because of the conformation changes that occur in the perineum of the aged mare that lead to contamination of the vagina, and due to the lack of a well-formed muscular cervix in mares, most bacterial infections enter the pregnant equine uterus through the cervix.' Partial prolapse of the cervix of this mare during the episode of colic probably favored the organism's invasion of the uterus. At necropsy, small intestine cranial and caudal to the anastomosis site was hemorrhagic and necrotic. There was moderate diffuse mucosal edema of the cecum and large colon. A discrete, ovoid, tan (1-cm diameter) mass dorsal to the caudal metencephalon and cranioventral to the cerebellum at the level of the fourth ventricle ( Fig. 1) was an incidental finding. Tissues were fixed in 10% buffered formalin, processed routinely, sectioned at 4 pm, and stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE).
Incidental Meningeal Lipoma in a Horse
Histologically, the mass was composed of well-differentiated adipocytes invested by a thin fibrous capsule that extended from the markedly thickened pia mater overlying normal cerebellar folia (Fig. 2) . A diagnosis of meningeal lipoma was made. The adjacent neuroparenchyma was grossly and histologically normal. Additional lipomas were not present in this horse.
Lipomas are most common in the dog, but occur less frequently in cows and horses and are considered rare in cats, sheep, and pigs.6 In the horse, pedunculated lipomas develop in the mesentery, and, on occasion, can cause strangulation
